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Foreword

This publication in the Thai language entitled Nan Buddhist Art and Decorative Craft Designs is the result of a compilation
by a research team during the years 2005-2007 under the UNESCO project ‘Cultural Survival and Revival in the Buddhist Sangha:
Documentation, Education and Training to Revitalize Traditional Decorative Arts and Building Crafts in the Temples of Asia. Under
the supervision of Associate Professor M. L Surasawadi Sooksawasdi, Dean of the Fine Arts Faculty, Chiang Mai University, and
Thianchai Aksorndit, and assisted by Sarawut Roopin, Neti Phikhro, Chokechai Rasamichote, Thirawat Kaeodaeng and Thapakorn
Kruaraya who were involved in photographing the architecture and decorative designs found in 14 temples in 7 districts that had
been selected for their uniqueness in design and style. They are:

1. Wat Nong Daeng, Chiang Klang District
. Wat Ton Laeng, Pua District
. Wat Rong Ngae, Pua District
. Wat Beng Sakat, Pua District
. Wat Nong Bua, Tha Wang Pha District
. Wat Thra That Chang Kham, Mueang District
. Wat Phumin, Mueang District

0 N OO a b~ WODN

. Wat Ku Kham, Mueang District

9. Wat Hua Khuang, Mueang District

10. Wat Phaya Wat, Mueang District

11. Wat Phra That Chae Haeng, Phu Phiang District
12. Wat Bun Yun, Wiang Sa District

13. Wat Na Wai, Na Mun District

14. Wat Don Mun, Na Mun District



Over 400 photographs were taken from these temples. They were turned into line drawings by a computer programme showing
the distinctive patterns and motifs from the photographs by a technical team of graduate students, mainly from Chiang Mai Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Fine Arts, involving Chokechai Rasamichote, Neti Phikhro, Thapakorn Kruaraya, Jutharud Khomsiri, Thapanee
Kruaraya and Kattaeeya Faruandee Both the photographs and drawings are considered the main output of the Project’s docu-
mentation efforts. They are however confined only to the 3 types of crafts found in the temples and covered by the project, that
is to say lime plaster molding, wood carving, stencil decorations and lacquer/gold gilding.

For a better understanding of the designs, the geographical, historical, religious and cultural contexts of Nan province are
provided in the first three chapters of this book. Nan has long been inhabited since the Paleolithic age, but the real link with the
present inhabitants is traced to the 14th century when Tai-speaking peoples were settling down in northern mainland Southeast Asia
and the influence of Theravada Buddhism was spreading into present-day Thailand, Myanmar, Lao PDR and Cambodia. Nan became
a Buddhist centre with strong cultural and artistic links to Sukhothai, Chiang Mai, Chiang Saen, Xishuangbanna (Yunnan) and northern
Lao PDR. Many temples and Buddha images have survived through the centuries, including Wat Chae Haeng, Wat Si Bunruang,
Wat Phaya Phu, Wat Chang Kham and Wat Suan Tan. In these temples Theravada Buddhist traditions are expressed in architecture,
architectural decorations, Buddha images, temple artifacts, palm-leaf manuscripts, palm-leaf manuscript chests and repositories, mural
paintings, stucco and wooden sculptures. There were continuous creative activities, supported by villagers, merchants, high officials,
princes, princesses and supreme rulers, through the centuries down to the time of the 63 and last ruler of Nan, Chao Mahaphrom
Surathada (1918-1941). There was no hesitation in employing good craftsmen regardless of their ethnicity and style as long as they
produced works that contained Buddhist symbolic values and traditions, or innovative creations that blended with the recognized
motifs and forms.

The result is a mixed field of Buddhist decorative designs on temple walls, doors, roof components, ceilings, wooden
posts, altars, pulpits, manuscript chests that depended largely on popular motifs of vines, flowers, deities, mythical animals,
Buddha and disciple figures. Many of these designs are shared by the Tai Yuan of northern Thailand, Tai Lu of Yunnan, Laos, Shans,

and central Thai.



The writers, researchers and computer artists that reproduce these designs hope that this book will be studied not so much
by art teachers and students but by members of the Sangha and Nan people themselves, who can explore the temples nearer to them
and learn more about the background, symbols and significance of artistic motifs so that they will appreciate their value and the need to
look after them better. They will be able to link “arts and crafts” with the way of life, ethnic identity, the social and aesthetic aspects
of the Buddhist religion and their own social and cultural environment.

This book could not have been completed without the assistance and support of the Nan Sangha, particularly the 14 temples;
the academic and technical support of Chiang Mai University Faculty of Fine Arts and Chiang Mai University Library; Nan Non-formal
Education Centre, the Local Unit for Natural and Cultural Environment Conservation (LUNCEC), Satrisinan School, and Nan National
Museum.

Nan Provincial Administration Organization is to be congratulated on their foresight in seeing that studying and preserving Nan
Buddhist heritage are parts of their mandate. Nan citizens will undoubtedly benefit from the generous support the Organization has

provided in the publication of this book which will remain a monument of their dedicated service to the people of Nan province.

Dr. M.R.Rujaya Abhakorn

Mentor
Cultural Survival and Revival in the Buddhist Sangha Project,
Nan, Thailand
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